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to this APPEAL;' and therefore; I 


* 44 


ſumption, in ſending it. A LETTER was 
lately put into my Hands, addreſſed to your 
Grace; wherein the Writer ſeems to have in- 
tended Nothing leſs than an Inſult on your 
Grace's known Wiſdom and Learning, by at- 


/F  *%# 


muſt entirely rely on your Grace's + 
Goodneſs, for an Excuſe of my Pre- 


e upon you as genuine Prin- 
. 


2ͤ 


J 
. 


Very trifling Incident has given Riſe 
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dieſtable Tenets, which diſgrace not only R 
ton, but Humanity itſelf; and 2 that . 


1 e „in th laſt 


* 


= 7 SE 1 4 PE 3 1 8 
Ge Reb Cthelicr,” fore tmpiond's 


gion 


are ever ready and willing 


a View to induce your Grace to make a vigo- 
rous Oppoſition to a Bill for „ 1 The 


certain Number of Popiſh Prieſts, then before 


the Lords; for having generoully oppoſed 
Seſſion or g 
bha bing thereby defeated the ſevere Purpoſes 
and Deſigns of it's Promoters, againſt that in- 


noxious Set of Men, your 


ſings of all the Lay and Clerical mW 
2 . Tanking ide 3 


LzT TRR, was delivered to me a SERMON, 


preached by the Reverend Doctor B—?, on 
the 23d of October laſt, entitled, A fritndly 


Gall to the Roman-Catholics, to which he has 


' Pacvon/of this Hilb This Sermon, my Er 
ik weally meant ſor the Iofbrmation nd 


th "moſt p public and folemn 1 Andi : 
he pretends to have taken this bold Step, with. 


Parliament, and for 


Grace, it is well 
known, bas received the Thanks and 9 — 


eſame Time with the 99-1 Lok z 


xed an-Epiſtte-.Dedicatory to the Right 
Honourable the: Eavi of C- the Beat 


provement, and fot the Amuſement .only;: "7 
die Hearers, feems:ts: me one of thei oddeft 
and mt unaccduntible Performanecs that 
ver was denudreck fam a Pulp: For, being 
- apparently: calculated for the fame evil Purpole 
of ts a wech, is ſo viſ 


oe FED | | ble 


1 
ble im the Letter to your Grace g qet it earneſt. 
ly preſſeth the paſſing of that Bill, ( as 4 
great preſent Indulgence to their Clergy, and 
zs an Earneſt of a greater, which they are tõ 
expect, on this Condition only, that they 
make no clandeſtine Oppoſition to it; in 
Caſe of which Oppoſi 15555 * ſcruples . 
threaten them with much intended Severity. 
| If, indeed, the Letter- writer thinks, as he 
1 pretends i do, (but as I ſhall demonſtrate to 
Vvour Grace, he doer not,) that the paſſing at. 
J this Billintoa Law, would: bei 
| to Rowats-Gatholics, one might eaſily! account 
for his having | ſo: groſly-miſrepreſented _ 
in order to make them appear unworthy! of — | 
that, and every alben Favour.) But, perempto- 
rihy to inſiſt, as Doctor B-—# has 4 that, 
a the rigor ny ſpiritual Head of | theſe 
. ae 1 and . * 1 


of very le of "hat Religion; 

aud inſtpar able from it's Conſtitution, as hav- 
ing the Sanction of all it's Canons and Count ! 
cis and, at the ſamd Pim and in the fame 
Breath, to preach vehemently for it's /egal 
| Eftablifhment, and for the Eaſe, Security and 
Protection of it's Proſeſſors, is, in Fruth, a 
N of uno: - TY "nun 2 am 


(e dee Delieat. 25 (4) * — Þ. 13. 
ME ana 8 


0 
(6) 
utterly unable to account ry in wy other but 
an ironical Senſe. | |: + 
What a HOO my kotd; fone this 


Man ſerious,) muſt he have made to his noble 
Patron, by telling both him, and the Public, 


1 ea : c Induſtry, and 
Endeavours, to get this Bill paſſed into a 


Law, were ſolely intended to confer a ſingular 


Favour; by Means of it, on thoſe, whom he 


himſelf, has repreſented as the ne and 
e principled of Men?! 

: 1b 73 intreat your Grace 8 Ars FR 
Wer thus brought together two Writers of 


ſeemingly oppoſite Views and Inclinations, as 
to the paſſing of this Regiſtry- Bill; but who, 


by their perfect Union and Harmony, in ſlan- 


dering the Roman Catholicc, have jointly 
furniſhed our Legiſlators with Reaſons enough 
for ' inflicting 
Severity upon them. I will, 


therefore, in 


this Place, lay open to your Grace ſome Part 


of that — Sopliiſtry, (no matter whe- 
ther real, or affected, which they Both have 
made uſe of, to promote this their unfriendly 


Deſign; by which Means, 1 hope, it will be 


Wenn true in this Caſe, as it has been in 
many others, that Calummy and Impoſture may, 


ſometimes, turn out to the Donn ion and Diſ- 


appointment of their Inventors, by e 
thoſe very Schemes and Purpoſes, whic 
they were contrived to fedtuate,,. Ka 
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that, and indeed a much greater 
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Vour Grace needs not to be told, that no 
Opinions or Actions of partieular Papiſte, 
or of any Number of them, of whatever 
Rank or Character they be, can, with Truth 
and Juſtice, be imputed to the popi/h Religion 
itſelf, as being, or flowing from, an eſſential 
Part or Tenet of it; unleſs it inconteſtably 
appears, that that Religion has, by an uni- 
verſally allowed Dogm of Faith, authoriſed 
ſuch Opinions and Actions, and condemned 
and proſcribed, from her Communion, all 
thoſe, who profeſs to believe and act other- 
wiſe.” As I do, with great, but modeſt Con- 
fidence, appeal to your Grace's known Can- 


dor and Learning, for the Truth of this Aſ- 


ſertion, (although many malevolent Attempts 
have been made to'impoſe the Reverſe: of it 


on the. World,) 1 humbly aſk your Grace, 


in what Reſpect can that Religion, or the 
Profeſſors of it, (now, and for ſo many Vears 


- 
2 


| paſt, living:quietly among us,) be juſtly charged 1 


with che wicked Rebellion in 164 L, or che 
Maſſacres committed in it; altho' it is confeſſed 


that the then Rebels were all Papitr; and 


altho many of their Prieſts (for ail. did not) 
either acted, or encouraged others to act in it? 


As juſtly, in Truth, may the Religion of the 
preſent Proteſtants in Frauce, tho 2 People 


remarkably loyal, be charged with authorizing 
Rebellion and Murder, on Account of the 
frequent Ipſurrections and Devaſtations of their 
Hugonot Predeceſſors; not to mention the nn- 


ame declared Purpoſe, f rooting out Peperys 


ſincerely concur and agree in c 


And Doctor Ber laje, Mackay, oft 


thought che Vie (in whoſe Favour, 
Stade King 0n an Scores HA * * 


= ) 
end: and barbarous Maſſacres committed by 
the Boors in Germany, in the Beginning and 
firſt Progreſs of the Reformation there, ich 

an avowed Daten. ef extending and propa- 
gating it; or the other more recent Rebelli- 
ons, and their dreadful Conloguiodees near- 
er Home, entered into and proſecuted for the 


and eſtabliſhing the true Prate/laut Religion. 

But this, my Lord, is an invidious SybjecR; 
on which the Bigots of both Parties have but 
too much tb reproach each other, With, and 


which! the Wiſe and Unbiaſſed of either will 


a8 carefully avoid meddling. with, as they do 
ondemning the 
The Farl of Caſliabaven, on 


the Side of che! Papiſts, .confelleth,. (o)-< . 


Cruokies . were. committed: by, the E 
— Faglelb: tho not (adds his Lordſhip 7 


the twentieth Patt of What is . 
e Froteſ- 


tants / does not deny, d. that many T hings 


were devercly' pots — by the Eugiiſs on 
the Ine in chat War, comrary:t6: the; Law 


of--Attas, and Chriſtianity itſelf!? As for the 

previous .accalional: Cauſe of chig Imurrecti. 
o my Lord, our noble Hiſtorian: himſelf 
che was by 


no Means, partial) might haye ercſed them · 


45 . 4 922 
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= 3 

the unjuſtifiable Proceedings of thoſe, who 
then ee unhappily, intruſted with the Ad- 
miniſtration of Juſtice and Polity in Ireland ; 
and who. derived, all their — .. from, and 
intirely acted under the Authority and, Influ- 
ence. of ſuch Perſons in... England, as were 
reſolved, with moſt Paſſion, charities 
and Violence, to proſecute that whole Nation, 
and the Religion that Was moſt exerciſed 
there.” J. 

But, in order to take off your Grace's 9 
0 from ſo melancholy and difagreeable a 


. Subj ject, as that I have been now forced up- 


on is, 1 mult, repeat it to your Grace, that 
= have ſome ſtrong Suſpicions, (and I am go- 
to acquaint. you with the. Reaſons. of 
them.) that, however warm and enthuſiaſtic 
theſe Writers ſeem to be, in that infamous 
Obarg e which they have brought againſt Ro- 
man Gatbolics ; they yet both Believe and 
km it to be falſe — unjuſt in every Part 
of it. And, to begin with Doctor B; 
that Gentleman, my Lord, (after having ex- 
erted all his Wit and Eloquence, in his friend- 
„ Carr to ; Roman-Catholics,) to perſuade 
his Audience and the Public, _ theſe 
| People had, by the effential Tenets of their 
Religion, 8 ( g) declared 
War againſt all Mankind, and conſequently 
forfeited their Pretenſions to all ſocial Privi- 


72 Hiſt. Ir Reb. . Serw. 
+ . os ths 8 ledges, 
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0 
ledges, and the Protection of every State, 


where theirs is not the ruling Religion; „ that 


Gentleman, I fay, after having pronounced 
that ſevere Sentence upon them, has under- 


taken to demonſtrate, in the fame Diſcourſe, _ 


that, notwithſtanding theſe, and many more 
dangerous Diſqualifications, they may and 
ought to be tolerated and indulged by us; 3 


and that Religion of theirs too, which has : 


made them thus wicked and formidable, 11 
GALLY ESTABLISHED, | for this wonderful 
Reaſon, viz. becauſe theſe Catholics are 4 
Sett of the arranteſt Knaves, by Principle, 


or the: ſtupideſt and moſt incorrig ible Foots, 
dy Nature and Educution, that Wer TY ed 


or diſpraced this, or any other” State. 
Ian here, my 1000, produce. the Joc: 
tors'own cnriots Reaſonirip and Arg gumenta- 


rion bn this Head, for Proof of Vie 1 have 


advanced. „ © 5g tho Nes Dodtrines, 
ducted Mid 199288 v. 6: that the Pope 
may dilpenſe with 40 Oaths ; that he m 
abſo}ve e ubje ts from their Alleg iance ; th: 
Faith may not be kept with Headers; ;, that 
heretical rinces may be flain by their Sub- 


of the 1 ſent Profeſſors (of thofe Tenge 

0 e < of that e and of the 
| 15 "05 Serm. 'Dy: 14. _ | | 
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175 41 the Church bahn are not to 
ndured; yet, (adds he) the major Part 


8 po. 11 . 
piety too; becauſe in many Caſes, they may | 
not ſee the Conſequ ences of their own Opini⸗ 
ons, nor the Evil Not their Doctrines; and 
where they do not, they are not, in Strictneſs, 
to be charged to them,” Give me Leave, 
my. Lord, to obſerve here, that, as the pre- 
| ſent Regiſtry-Bill, for which he is pleading, 
concerns the Popi/h Clergy on (ſome 
whom, I am told, would; if they were per- 
mitted, freely enter the Liſts with the Doc. 
tor himſelf on theſe or any other controverted 
Tins, and, perhaps, be an Over-match for 
him) your Grace will eaſily diſcern. who the 
ons are, whom he thus charges with the 
| — nh rance 1ma inable; 1 mean that of 
| % ſelf- edge Conſequences of their on 
plain, ſuppoſed Opinions; a Charge, in Truth, 
almoſt as groundleſs and confident, as that of 
the Opinions themſelves! _ _ | 
But, allowing theſe Popiſb Cs to 
have ſome {mall | Pirtance of Reaſon and Learn» 
ing, (and a very ſmall one, God knows! 
will enable them to ſee the Conſequences of 
ſuch Opinions, and the Evil of ſuch Doctrineu,) 
this Divine tells us, (i) „ that, even where 
they do ſex them, Preſcription is a Prejudice 
unſurmountable; and that where Prejudices 
are invincible, cho they are itl-grounded and 
fall ye t they are not Criminal! 
ae this Gentleman, my Lord, be deemed | 


b enn ni Th 1 85 
q B 2 2 Sake 


| [ 65 12 Ny 1 
' feriout, when he affirms; that Men of Ln 
ing and Education, ſuch as many of the Po- 
Ps Clergy are, may believe and maintain the 
leude, of Treaſon, Perfidy and Murder, 
in the Caſes 'above-mentioned, and yet be 
ignorant of the terrible Conſequetices that may 
_ ariſe from ſuch Be/ef and Dogrine ? Or that, 
ſeeing theſe Conſequences, and even beheving 
the laufulneſt of them, ſuch Men are yet — 
Criminal; nay, that they are worthy of Fa- 
our, Protection, and a ſegal Eflablifiment 
among us, becauſe truly hes have been edu- 
cated, from their Childhood, in the Belief 
of ſuch lawfulneſs ; and beenule: ſuch Educa- 
Lion mult be looked upon, in them, as Frogucs : 
tive of Ignorance truly invincible? 3 
Phat this Writer, my Lord, is bra 55 
nough at what himſelf calls (k) Political 
| Paſi-time, we have had, ſome Years ſince, 4 
very tomvincing Proof from his Pen; yet not 
ſueh a Proof neither, as ſhewed him to be 
abſolutely inimitable, in that Species of Wri- 
ting; but his preſent Flight, my Lord, is 
vaſtly more tow'ring and Sublime,” becauſe, 1 
ſuppoſe, his preſent more important Subject | 
required it ſhould be ſo. And, in Truth, 
to advance, as he has done, firſt from the 5 
Pulpit, and aſterwards from (the! ures, the 
ſtrange metaphyſical Paradoxes I have men- 
_ ioned,” and the yet ſtranger Arguments in ſup- 


ö (a) oe the Year 1753, be! + publiffied a. * Pamphler 
| 9 — — 5 
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05 13 5 
port of them, (and that too with the beſt mi- 
micked Gravity in the World,) feems to me 
fo exalted a Strain of Theological Paſt-time, 
that I deſpair of ſeeing it equalled by any o- 
ther Clerical Genius. 


But how ludicrouſly ſoever the Doctor 


has been pleaſed to hold forth, on ſo mourn- 


ful an Occaſion, as that of bis preſent Ser- 


mon was, the Author of the LETTER to 
your Grace ſeems not leſs to have affected 
this unnatural Strain of Archneſs and Plea- 
| fantry, on the ſame ſad Topic of Religious 
Slander ;/ tho', I confeſs, he has fallen far 
ſhort of him in the Execution of it: For 
how, my Lord, can he poſlibly be thought 
in Earneſt, in bis Attempt to prove that “ the 
Church of Rome juſtifies Fraud and Murder, 
committed on a religious Account, b. fin 
ply affirming, that ſhe (that Church) « did 
fubleribe to the Maſſacre, called the Sicilian 


Veſpers, which was . on the F rench, 


A. D. 1282, for oppoling, (ſays he,) the 


Pope's Supremacy, the Religion of the Pro- 


 teftants o Ireland; and to the Pariſian Maſ- 


facre on the F caſt of St. Bartholomew ?? A 


need not obſerve to your Grace, that, had 
this Writer pretended to point, in this Place, 
to amy authentic Record, or even tolerable 


Hiſtory- Book, where Kel curious Sub crip- 


tons, of the Romiſh Church might be found, 
it might have ſomewhat dampt the Mirth of 


his leſs knowing Readers on one Side of the 


Queſtion, | 


* 


PREY 
(6:45) OL 
- Queſtion, at leaſt until ſuch Reference were 
looked into: He did not. therefore carry the 
Jelt ſo far. On the other Hand, my Lord, 1 
cannot ſuppoſe him ſo i/{zterate, as not to have 
read, or heard, what every Novice in Hiſtory 
knows to be true, that the French, in 1282, were 
much more ſtaunch and catholic, in their Belief 
of the Pope's Supremacy, (in which, even at 
this Day, they differ a Jittle from the Proteſ- 
 tants of Ireland,) and of every other Article 
of the Popi/h Religion, than they are at pre- 
ene; Ke allo. that (4) they held their Tide, 
gat that JunEture, to the e 2h of Fei, 
from the Pope himſelf, and were, therefore, 
whbolhy in that Intereſt, So that, my Lord, 
- It is manifeſt to me, that this Gentleman never 
could have ſerionſiy meant to prove, that the 
Church of Rome juſtifies Fraud and Murder, 
on a Religious Account, by barely affirming 
things, as Facts, (7). «* Which, (to uſe his 
_ own Words,) are ſo expreſly contradicted. in 
HFiſtory, that the Father of Lies himſelf muſt 
have bluſhed to advance them?“ 
Beſides, my Lord, he could not have been 
ignorant, that, | altho? the Sici/ian Maſſacre 
was committed by Papiſis on Papiſts, and 
that of St. Bartholomew, by Papiſt on Hugo- 
nots, the Church of Rome had nothing at all 
to do with either; for it neither counciled nor 
contrived them before, nor approved them 


(Y See Panel. apud Spondan. No. 11. () Letter, p. . 
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a nur Perpretration: He is, be dun de 


in his Soul convinced, that that Church on 
aid, doth, and ever will condemn and dete 


fach inſernal Butcheries. The Sicilian Maſe 


| facre, my Lord, was the barbarous Reſult of 
2 civil Conſpiracy of the Natives, who 


thought themlelyes opprefſed by their Taft 


maſters, the French, and took that moſt an- 
 ehriſtian and inhuman Method to fhake off 
their Tyranny | 
was N and ordered to be executed, by 


eipation, as far as hath been yet found, of the 
Pope, or any popiſh Feckhaltic whatever : : 
For he, Chur TXth himſelf (4 % com- 
manded (they are his own Words, in D* Avila 
all thoſe Rebels againſt his Perſon and King- 
dom to be deſtroyed ;'becauſe, notwithſtand- 
ing his gracious -Pardon, ſo often granted to 
their former Offences, they fill © returned, 
with perfidions Obſtinacy; to plot new, "Trea- 
ſons and Infurrections, utitil at le he was 
© neceſſitated to prevent them, for Fear of bei 

prevented; having mitaculouſly diſcover 

their Conlpiracy to take away his Life, and the 
Lives ot the Queen' his Mother,” of the Dukes 
of Avjom, and Alanzon, his Brodiets.” Or.“ — 


I am fully ſenſible, my Lord, that this Dan 
rous Letter · writer will laugh moſt immode- 


wes at the ſober Grayity 25 85 . 
ban. 5thp. 18s.” $519 a8}. 19 


That of St. Bartholomew 
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ta 16 ) 
to Arguments, intended. by. him merely * di- 
vert his more knowing Readers; but, as other 
Readers may be weak enough to think him 
downright ſerious, and therefore may be in 
Danger of being led altray by him; and as 
theſe very Arguments have been ſometimes 
ſeriouſly urged, by other Writers, againſt Ro- 
man. Catholics, I have ventured thus ; 4 „(even 
at the Riſque and Peril of his Ridicule,) .to, 
point to the real biſtorical F acts they are 


7 pretended to be ſupported by. And indeed, 


my Lord, I believe there are few Authors, 
beſides himſelf, that would have treated ſo 
wantonly. and ludicrouſſy, a Sub ject, in 
which, t Ie. Peace and Characters 'of ſo many 
Thouſands of our harmleſs and diſtreſed 


Countrymen are concerned, eſpeeially in a 
Letter addreſſed to your Gee. 


Nor doth, his.. citing, the Lateras 33 


| Wh” ſuch affected Gravity, to prove it an 


Article of the Romiſh. Faith, that Popes are 


' inveſted with.a Power to depole. Proteſtant 


Kings and Sovereign Princes, and to abſolve 
their Subjects from their Allegiance to them; 


make him appear to me, in the leaſt, Degree, 


more feridus, or rather J. ludicrous, than he 
has: done on the former Heads; For vour 
Grace 8 knows, (and the Letter-writer 
cannot be ignorant, ) that Roman Catholics ne- 


ver did, 1 that thoſe Decrees of their 


geen Councils, which relate to diſtipline 


. 6 


* 


can conſtitute an Article of their Faith, or 
bind their Church an verſalh, as thoſe re- 
lating to Doctrine confeſſedly do. On the con- 


trary, thoſe Decrees of Diſcipline are known 


do depend, as to their binding Power, on the 
previous free Acceptance of particular nati- 


onal, and even provincial Churches, and may be, 


and oſten are, rejected by theſe Churches, 
hen found detrimental, or inconvenient, in Point 
of Time, Place, or other incidental Contin- 
gencies; as is manifeſt in the allowed Re- 


tion of ſome of the diſciplinary Decrees f 


the Council of Trent, and of other general 


Councils, in different Parts of the World, 
where the Popiſh Religion is eſhabliſhed; 


without the leaſt Breach of Communion on 


the Part of the Rejeckore, or the leaſt Dan- 
ger of Cenſure, or the leatt Imputation of 

ory from the Pope, or any of his 

ſubordinate Tribunals, to 
Nor is this all, he muſt be an utter Strang- 
er, indeed, to the firſt Rudiments of the La- 
tin Tongue, (which Iam very far from think- 
ing him,) to imagine, as he ſeems to have 


he 
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an 


done, that by the original Words' of that La- 


teran Canon (Poteſftates 3 Kings and 
Sovereign Princes muſt be neceſſarily ander- 
ſtood; when it is plain, from the Context, 
from Hiſtory, and from many other known 


Circumſtances of that Affair, that Civil Ma- 


bes 


giſtrates, Viceroys, and petty feudatory Prin- 


- 


" ; * { 


| cs, / were ſignified and intended by them. 
e Your Grace needs not to be informed, 


Princes, and Kin of the whole Latin 


 vople, and of Frederic, King of Sicily, ! 


(48) 


that the Embaſſadors of all the ſupreme Lords, 


Church ; particular y thoſe. of the Emperor, 
of the Kings of England, of France, of 
Hungary, © 4 . ee of Cyprus, and Hie 
ruſalem; together with thoſe of Baldwin, 
earl of Flanders, then Emperor of C onſtantie 


peror of Nome elect; were preſent, and aſ- 
filling, in that Council: And. is it *probable, 
BY Lord, chat theſe. Embaſſadors would have 

uffcred * a. Decrec to paſs unobected to 


and even unnoticed by hy had they the 


leaſt Cauſe of Scruple, ot Surmiſe, that it, 


5 in any Manner, affected che Dignity, Power, 


* 


gatory, and Chir ative, to all the moſt efſen- 
tial Rights of Sovereignty in their reſpective 
Maſters? And yet, I appeal to your Grace's 


Juriſdiction of Kings, and Sovereign 
8 Is it even poſſible, that Carne 
baſſadors, or ſome of them at leaſti w 


not, in ſuch a Caſe, have proteſted 22 


and vigorouſly... o e, a Decree, ſo dero- 


Knowledge in Hiſtory, that nothing at all of 
that Kind, whether in the Form of Objection, 
3 # or other e een done 
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(1199) 
Wenn thus plainly perceives, that this 


ſqwion Argument, brought from the Lateran 


uncil, to prove that Popes can abſolve Sub- 
jets from their Allegiance, to Proteſtant 


Kings, and Sovereign Princes, is nugatory 


and ironical, and intended meerly as ſuch, by 


this Writer himſelf: a farther Proof of which, . 


my Lord, is his inſtancing, as one of the diſ- 


mal Effects of this Lateran Decree, the ( 2 | 


Depoſition of the German Emperor, Henry. 1 
by. Pope Gregory VII. when every Smatterer 


in Hiſtory knows, and confequently he muſt 


have known, that both Henry IV. and Gre- 


Tea ory. VII. were laid in their Graves, —_— 
| EAT | 


8 before that Council was convened, 


J ſhall rouble: many Grote with Ma one 


Aan Remark more, and that on an humou- 
rous, but malicious Turn, which this whim- 
ſical Letter- writer affects to give, with ſome 
Gravity ty. to a known Matter of Fact, by 
which it is fully manifeſt, that Papiſts ſne ww 
ſame Regard to the Obligation, and ſacred- 


neſs of an Oath; and that is, their refu uſing : 
to take ſuch Oaths as are oppoſite to their 


Conſciences, however conducive they may be 
to their temparul Intereſts. On this Occaſion, 
he confidently, but ſtill ironically, tells your 


3 that 7 << the any Oaths which 


holicrt are rexrarkably tender- co 
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ſcienced i in,” are thoſe of Abjuration and A 


legiance ; - not out of a Perſuaſion, adds he, 


that they cannot be abſolved from the Obliga- _ 
tion of them, but becauſe there is an expreſs 
and particular Exception made againſt their 
taking them at Py ons by a Bull deg N 
. VIII. ö : 


« Had: this Db, my Tio nend g ih: 
Oath of Allegiance, vouchſafed to couple that 
of Supremacy with the Oath of  Abjuration, as 


two Oaths, which Roman Catholics are re- 


markably tender-conſcienced in taking, I ſhould. 
have been tempted to think him /o far i in ear- 
neſt; becauſe it is a known and undeniable - 
Truck, that they cannot take either of theſe 


Oaths, without directly apoſtatiſing from the 


eſſential Tenets of their Religion; and that 
no Pope whatſoever, or general Council, can: - 


diſpenſe with, or make it lawful for them, 
to take theſe Oaths, or either of them. But, 


as for an Oath of pure Allegiance and Fide-/ 


; lity, unmixed with every thing elſe that 8 
claſh with the Religion of their Conſciences, 


J will venture to aſſure your Grace, that they 
will not refuſe to take it, Whenever it hall 


be thought proper to tender it to them, even 


with this material Clauſe of their Perſuaſi Ion | 


and Belief, That neither the Pope, nor any 
other Power on Earth, can 8 188 e 
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This is a i and eafily- experimented 
Truth: But that Roman Catholics, - my Lord, 


ſhould be tender-conſcienced in taking the 


Oath of Abjuration, for no other Reaſon, 
but becauſe a Pope has prohibited the taking 
of © at any Rate ; and that it is their Per- 
ſuaſion, that the ſame papal Power can abſolve 
them from the Obligation of the Oath of Alle- 
iance, when taken, are two fuch glaring and 
ridiculous Falſhoods, advanced by this Letter- 
Writer, that nothing but his being in Jeſt, in 
Drink, or in an actual raving Fi in can Saule 
him for pre 1 hem. 


My Lord, I have no particular Taverel}/f in . 


this Controverſy, which way ſoever it may 


happen to be decided; nor any other Mo- 


tive for engaging in it at all, but the Love 
of Truth and juſtice alone. 1 have ever been 


of Opinion, that, next to the inherent Guilt 


of actual Treaſon, Perfidy, and Murder, that 
of falſely accuſing others of maintaining the 


| Lawfulneſs of them on Principle, is t he greateſt 


and moſt heinous: And I deelare to your 
Grace, it is my firm Belief, (and that after 
the cloſeſt and moſt imp -artial Enquiry too) 
that, however the en Practices of ſome 
profli gate, though eminent Papiſis, may ſeem 
to have been formed on ſuch deteſtable Prin- 
ciples, as theſe Writers have imputed: to them 


all, (and has not our own Religion its profli- 15 


. 


gate 
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5 
gate Profeſſors, and thoſe of Eminence too: 7 
vet theſe Practices are as oppoſite to the 
Inirit and Tendency of their Religion, as 
Faden is to Truth, or Darkneſs to n 


1 Grage will indulge me in one Word 
more, by Way of Concluſion, concerning ho) - 
Power of diſpenſing with the | Allegiance. of 


Rights ſeems: to require it: That Power, my 


Lord, exclaimed againſt, and mifunderſtood as 
it is, has not been claimed or exerciſed by the 


Roman Pontiff alone. + Your Grace is fully ſen- 


ſible, that it has b ſeverely exerted; — on 
à religiour eee too, in many Goottriox; 
where the Doctrine of the Reformation hath | 
been moſt 3 and pure, and 1 . 


in theſe Kingdoms; in order to bring about and 
eftabliſh, as it effectually did, a wp py and 
glorious Exent: An ® Event, my Lord, which | 
will, Lam ſure, be commemorated, with grate- 
; fal Honour, _ our e Tae nn 
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